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2018 proved to be another 
successful year for the 
crew at Sunkhaze 
Outfitters.  A chilly 
Spring gave way to a hot 
and dry Summer.  We had 
quality fishing during 
this span.  Late Summer 
bear baiting was fruitful 
as our baits had numerous 
bears visiting from pretty 
much the first week 
through the end of the 
season. 
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Friday, September 14, 2018 was a 
day and night to remember.  Dan 
Sanborn, owner of Old Town 
Archery and Survival, was 
sitting for what would be his third 
evening in a stand.  Although the 
sites were very active, Dan had yet 
to see a bear.  We decided to put 
him on a different stand, fearing 
that bears at his original stand 
may have winded him on his prior 
sit.  The change would prove to be 
the correct move.  At about 6:15 
p.m., a ghost of the Maine woods 
snuck into the bait and knocked 
the barrel over without offering a  

clean bow shot.  Moments later, the 
bear returned and placed his front 
paws on the over-turned barrel.  Dan 
patiently waited for a good shot and 
then released his arrow.  He 
immediately called on the radio to 
announce that he had just shot at a 
bear.  The excitement in his voice was 
unforgettable and confirmed that he 
was confident with his shot 
placement.  The bear, however, had 
different plans as it ran off into the 
darkening woods from where it had 
come.  The retrieval crew soon arrived 
and the tracking began after 
finding the bloodied arrow not far  

	
  



	
  
from the barrel.  We scoured the 
bushes for signs of blood or the 
bear.  There was a significant 
blood trail, but it was difficult to 
follow in the dark and brushy 
terrain.  The further we got from 
the point of impact, the less blood 
there was to find.  The decision 
was made to not risk pushing the 
bear any further.  Opting to let the 
bear lay down and expire, we 
marked the last known blood spot 
and stopped our search for the  
night.  We all had reason for  

concern that we may not recover 
this bear.  The next morning, we 
resumed the search bright and 
early.  After about an hour and a 
half, with our confidence a bit 
rattled, Dan finally hollered out  
“I’ve got the bear!”  The bear had 
traveled about 175 yards, but the 
search was over and so was that 
uneasy feeling we all had in the 
pits of our stomachs.  Great hunt, 
even better recovery, awesome job 
Dan.  This was Dan’s first black 
bear with a bow.  Well done by all! 

	
  

   Special thanks to Dan Kane who was integral in the recovery of this bear. 
We are currently booking trips for the Spring, 

Summer and Fall of 2019. 
Check out our website at 

www.sunkhazeoutfitters.com 


